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Name. Date

prmary source Assyrian Letters

The following lotters wero otched on clay tablets In Akkadian, 2 fanguage of ancient
Secmm 1 Masopotamia. As you read, think about the worries and hopes of everyday e that exch eter
refiacts.

A st fom il Labtum and Bl

“Tell Puzr-ASor, Amua, and ASSur-Samss:
“Thirty years ago you lef the city of Assur. You have never made a deposit since, and we have not
recovered one shekel of silvr from you, but we have never made you feel bad about this. Our
tablets have been going to you with caravan afier caravan, but no report from you has ever come
Fere We v el your father but we have not been claiming one shekel of your
privatesilver. Please, do come back right away; should you be too busy with your business,
deposit the sifvr for us. (Remember) we have never made you foel bad about this matter but we
are now forced to appear, in your eyes, acting as gentlemen should not. Please, do come back
ight away or deposit the sifver for us.

I not, we will send you a notice from the ocal ruler and the police, and thus put you to
shame in the assembly of the merchants. You will aso cease to be one of us.

“Tellthe Lady Zin:

Tddin-Sin sends the following message:

May the gods Samas, Marduk, and llabrat keep you forever in good health for my sake.

From year to year, the clothes o the (young) gentlemen here become better, but you let my
cloths get worse from year to year. Indecd, you persisted!?] in making my clothes poorer and
more scanty. At time when in our house wool s used up like bread, you have m poor
clothes. The son of Adadkiddinam, whose father is only an assistant of my father, (has) two new
sets of clothes [break] whille yon fuss even about a single se of clthes for me. In spite of the fact
that you bore me and his mother only adopted him, his mother loves him, while you, you do not
fove mel

Jrom A Lo Oppenheim,trans, Leters fom Mesopotania,
(Chicagor University of Cicage Pres. 1961),76.77, 84 5.

4. Comparing and. How would you
compare e of e ekt writs?

5. Draswing Conclusions Based on your reading,
of these letters, what conclusions can you draw
about everyday life in ancient Mesopotamia®

Discussion Questions

1. Determining Main Ideas What is the mer-
chants’ complint in the frst letter?

2. Clarifying What willthe debtors’ punishment
be if hey fil 10 pay the debt?

3. Drating Conclusions What is the complint
of Iddin-Sin o his mother i the sccond letter?

[Excerpt from Letters from Mesopotamia, translated by A Leo Oppenheim
|Copyright © 1967 by The University of Chicago. All rights reserved. Used
|by permission of The University of Chicago Press.

Early River Valley Civilizations 29

Date

sumary sorce from The Code of Hammurabi

More than 3,500 years ago, Hammurabl, king of the Babylontan Empie, ordered
scrbes o chisel 3 code of 282 faws onto a all column of back stone. The column

Section 1 2o featured an Introduction explaining the Intent of the code and 3 summary
‘of Hammurabr's kingly deods. As you rad theso Laws from the code, think about
'how Mesopotamians defined crimes and how criminals wero punished.

T e s porre ot every s who s
Dl dse come o e s et
‘words. The stone tablet will
enhgnmhunmhishm“&ndﬂmsmyl’mﬁld
justice and breathe casier n his heart, speaking
these words: “Hammurabi is a king who cares for
his people like a loving father.”
1

1 man bring an accusation against a man, and
charge him with a capital crime, but cannot prove.
i, he, the accuser, shall be put to death.
5

1 a man owe a debt and Adad imundate his feld
and carry away the produce, or, through lack of
water, grain have not grown in the field,in that
‘year he shall not make any retum of grain to the
ereditor he shall alter his contract-tablet and he
shall not pay the interest for that entire year.
53

1 man neglect to strengthen his dike and do
ot strengthen it, and a break be made in his dike
and the water carry away the farm-land, the man in
‘whose dike the break has been made shall restore:
the grain which he has damaged.
51

1 he be not able to restore the grain, they shall
sl i and i gods, and th frmers whoso gran
the water has carried away shal share the results of
the sle.
13

1fa man hold a debt of grain or money against a
‘man, and if e take grain without the consent of
the owner from the heap or the granary, they shall
callthat man to account for taking grain without
the consent of the owner from the heap or the gra-
wary, and he shall eturn as much grain as he took,

he shallforfet all that he has lent, whatever it
be.

30 Unir 1, Caarren 2

148

12 man take a wife and she become afflicted
with discase, and if he set his face to take another,
he may. His wife, who is aflcted with discase, he'
shall not put away. She shall remain in the house
‘which he has built and he shall maintain her as
fong as she fives.
149

If that woman do ot elect to remain in her
hushand's house, he shall make good to her the
dowry which she brought from her father's house
and she may go.
153

I a woman bring about the death of her hus-
band for the sake of another man, they shall impale:
her.
195

12 son strike his father, they shall cu off his
fingers
196

I man destroy the eye of another man, they
shall destroy his eye.
197

If one break a man's bone, they shall break his
bone
200

I man knock out a tooth of a man of his own
rank, they shall knock out his tooth.
216

Ifhe be a frooman, he (the physician) shall
receive five shelkels
218

IFa physician operate on a man for a severe
wound with a bronze lancet [surgical knifc] and
cause the man's death; or open an abscess (i the
eye) of a man with a browze lancet and destroy the
man's eye, they shall cut of his fingers.
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The Code of Hammurabi continued

225

Ifhe operate on an ox or a donkey for a severe.
wound and cause ts death, he shall giv the owner
of the ox or donkey one fourth ts value.

229

1 a builder build a house for a man and do not
make its construction firm, and the house which he
has built collapse and canse the death of the owner
of the house, that builder shall be put to death.
250

1 bull, when passing through the street, gore:
man and bring about his death, this case has no
penaly.

1, Hammurabi, who was a perfect king to the
downtrodden people entrusted to me by the god
Enlil, T who was, by Marduk's order, their shep-
herd, have never tarried, never rested. 1 gave the
people beantiful places, kept all pressing needs far
away, and made their lives easier. With the mighty
weapons given me by the gods Zababa and Ishtar,
with the wisdom granted me by Ea, with -
ersThold from Ml 1 M;?:d o onemicson
every side, put an end to wars, brought prosperity
t0 our land, llowed men to live in peace and ket no
one fall upon them or harass them. | was called by
the great gods, wherefore I became the good shep-
herd whose stall s straight. My righteous shadow

has stretched across my ciy, | have gathered Sumer
and Akkada in my arms, that they might thrive.
under my protection. I shield them in my peace
and protect them in my wisdom. That the strong

it not oppress the weak,that the widow and
orphan might reccive their duc, here in Babylon

have | inscribed my precious words on a memorial
stone and erected my statue as King of Justie.

from Robert Francis Harper. The Cade o Hammarab King

of Babgion (Chicago- Tho Univrsiy of Clicago Press,
1900 Reprinted in Pirre Sclwob, ., Creat Documents

ofthe World: Miesones o Human Thaught (Maidenlcad.
Fngland: McGraw Hill 1077).

Activity Options
1. Developing Historical ice With 3
small group, rol-play Mesopotamians who live
the Babylonian Empire. Take turus acting as

criminals who break specific laws in
Hammurabi' Code, scribes who record the legal
proceeings, and judges who sentence the crim
nals according to the code.

2 Comparing and Contrasting Tnvite 2 local
attomey to speak to the class about today’ judi-

cial system. Discuss ways in which laws and
‘penalies for breaking the law in the United
States are similar and different to laws and
penalies in the Babylonian Empire.
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Nane Date
ermary source Sphinx of Amenemhet 11T
Shown beow; i statue of 3 sphins—a mythologclcreture having the by
1 Hlon and ho haad o man, ram, o w43 mado ofback rante. 1.
SeCtON 2 econts Amenemhot 2 pharach who e n the Twelth Dynasty of the

Middle Kingdom. What does thi statue tell you about Eqyptian culture?

Sl 00 MRy

Discussion Questions

1. Categorizing Imagine that you are 2 muscum
tour guide. What are some of this statue’s distin-
guishing features that you might point out t0.2
tour group? List at leas three specific character-
istics and share your st with classmates.

32 Unir 1, Carren 2

2 Making Inferences What can you leam about

Egyptian culture from studying this stan
3. Comparing and ing Compare the.
Sphinx of Amencmbet 1l 10 2 statue honoring an

important person in today’s society. How are thesc:
monuments similar? How ar they different?
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urerarure seecnon Ancient Proverbs

Proverts are wise sayings that express 2 basic truth. Archaeologists have discov-
‘ored and transiated thousands of proverbs from Mesopotami, induding those

Section 1 that follow. What do thes proverbs reveal about Mesopotamian values and
attitudes?

Proverbs from Mesopotamia
“Translated by Robert H. Pfeiffer

1. Deal not badly with a matter, then no sorrow will fallinto your heart.

2 Do o evil, the you will not clutch a lasting sorrow:

3. Do you strike the face of a walking ox with 2 strap?

4. The lfe of the day before yesterday is that of any day.

5. I the shoot i not right it will not produce the stalk, nor ercate sced

6. Will ripe.grain grow? How do we know? Wil dried grain grow? How do we know?

. Very soon he il be dead; (50 he says), “Let me cat up (all | have)!” Soon he will be well (so
he says), “Let me conomi

8 You g and take o el of the enceny: the cneeny comes and tkes your ek,

Proverbs from Sumer
Translated by Edmund I. Cordon

1. A perverse child—his mother should never have given birth to him; his (personal) god
should never have fashioned him!
2 The fox had a sick with him: "Whom shall 1 hit?" He carried 2 legal document with him:
1 challenge?”
b

s his friend: on the day of (his) death, he is his greatest adversary!

4 He could not bring about an agreement; the women were all talking to one another!

5. Into an open mouth,  fly will nter!

6. The horse, afer he had thrown off his rder, said: “If my burden is abways to be this, 1 shall
become weak!”

7. The dog understands “Take it He does not understand “Put it down!”

Jfrom James 1. Prtchard, e The Ancient Near
ast, Vol I (Princeton, New Jersey: Privecton
Universty Press, 1968}, 244-245.

Discussion Questions

1. Forming and Supporting Opinions Whichis | 3. Drawing Conclusions Do you think that these.
your favorite proverb? Exphain your answer. proverbs create a lattering portrait of

2 Making Inferences What values are expressed Mesopocamian Heb Why or hy not?
by the first two proverbs?

[Excerpt from The Ancient Near East, Volume 1, edited by
ames B. Pritchard. Copyright © 1958, 1986 by Princeton
[University Press. Used by permission of Princeton University
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urerarre seecnon from The Epic of Gilgamesh

Archacologists excavated 12 cuneiform tablets containing the story of
Gligamesh, 2 cruel and powerful king In ancent Sumer. One of the world's odest

Section 1 epics, this poem centers around Gigamesh's herok yet fruftiess quest to achiove
Immortaity. I ths excerpt from Tablet X Por-napishtim, a man who was grant-
‘od immortaity becauso ho saved humankind from 3 grast flood, axplains 1o
Gilgamesh how he prepared for the deluge brought about by angry gods. As
you read, think 2bout the steps Per-napishtim takes n order to survive the flood.

1l that was necessary I collected together
On the fifth day | drew its design;

Inits middle part ts sides were ten gar high;

also was the extent of its decks

a front-roof to it and closed it in.
1 built it n si storis,
thus making seven floors in all;
“The interior of cach I divided again into nine partiions.
Beaks for water within | cut out.
I selected  pole and added all that was
Three (variant, five) shar of pitch I smeared on its ontside;
three shar of asphalt  used for the inside (50 as to make it water-tight).
“The ship sank into water two thirds ofis height.
With al that I possessed 1 flled it
with all the sifver 1 had I filled it;
with all the gold I had 1 flled it
with living creatures of every
Then | embarked also all my family and my relatives,
cattle of the fiekd beasts of the feld, and the uprightcous people—all them I embarked.
A time had Shamash appointed, (namely):
“When the rulers of darkness send at cventide a destructve rain,
then cnter into the ship and shut ts door”
“This very sign came to pass, and
The rulers of darkness sent a destructive rain at eventide.
1 saw the approach of the storm,
‘and I was afraid to witness the storm;
T entered the ship and shut the door.
intrusted the guidance of the ship to Purur-bel, the boatman,
the great house, and the contents thereof.
As so0m as carly dawn appeared,
there rose up from the horizon a black cloud,
within which the weather god (Adad) thundered,
and Nabu and the king of the gods (Marduk) went before
The destroyers passed across mountain and dale (iterally, country).
Dibbara, the great, tore loose the anchor-cable (2.
There went Ninib and he cansed the banks to overflow;
the Anunnakilifted on high (their) torches,
and with the brightness thercof they illuminated the universe.
The storm brought on by Adad swept cven up to the heavens,

34 Unir 1, Carren 2
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Name. The Epic of Gilgamesh continued

and all light was turned into darkness. ..

Six days and nights

“The wind blew; and storm and tempest overwhelmed the country.

‘When the seventh day drew nigh the tempest, the storm, the battle

which they had waged fike  great host began to moderate.

“The sea qicted down; hurricane and storm ceased.

Tlooked out upon the sca and raised loud my voice,

But all mankind had tmed back into clay.

Like the surrounding field had become the bed of the rivers.

T opene the air-hole and light fell upon my cheek.

Dumfounded I sank backward, and sat weeping,

while over my check flowed the tears.

Tlooked in every direction, and behold, all was sca.

Now, after twelve (days?) there rose (ot ofthe water) a strip of land.

“To Mount Nisi the ship drified.

On Mount Nisir the boat stuck fast and it did not slp away.

“The first day, the sccond day, Mount Nisir held the ship fast, and did notlet i sip away.
“The third day, the fourth day, Mount Nisir held the ship fas, and did not let t lip away.
“The fih day,the sixth day, Mount Nisir held the ship fast, and did not lt it slip away.
‘When the seventh day drew nigh

Lsent outa dove, and ket her go.

“The dove flew hither and thither
but as there was no resting place for her,she retured.

“Then I sent out a swallow, and let her go.

“The swallow flow hither and thither,

but as there was no resting-place for her she also retamed.

“Then I sent out a aven, and let her go

‘The raven flew away and saw the abatement of the waters.

She settled down to feed, went away, and returned no more.

“Then 1 let everything go out unto the: four winds, and I offered a sacrifice
1 poured out a libation upon the peak of the mountain.

1 placed the censers seven and seven,

and poured into them calamus, cedar-wood, and sweet.incense.

“The gods smelt the savour;

yea, the gods smelt the sweet savour;

he gods gathered like fis around the sacrificer

Jiom Rosste Johnson, e, Assyrian and Babylonian.
Literaure (New York: D. Appleton and Company.
1001}, 351-357. Reprintd n Peter N. Steams, .,
Documents in World History, Vo, I (Now York:
HarperCollns Publshers, 1088) 13-15.

Research Options
1. Ce and

Compare Per- 2.y Oral Presentations Find out more.
napishtims account of the flood with the Biblical | about epics ik this one. What aro some of the
account of the flood in Cenesis. How are the two characteristics of an epic? In what other cultures.
accounts similar? How aro they different? around the world are epis fourd? Share your
findings and a st of epic titles with lassmates.
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wstorvmaxers Hammurabi

Conquering King and Civer of Justice

Section 1 “The great gods have called me, and I am Indecd the good shepherd who brings
poace..... I have carmod in my bosom the pooplo of Sumor and Akkad. Thanks o
‘my good fortune they have prosperad. | have not ceased to adminitar them In
paace. By my wisdom | have harbored thom.”—Hammurabrs Code

ing Hammurabi of | stands alone:
rulers of his day as both a dispenser of
s a3 conqero. e uned much of
under the rule of and akso
ey e ol o 2"

Hammurabi became king in 1792 .. At the
time Babylon controlled only a small area—lands
‘within about 50 miles of the city. Babylon was just
one among many city-states. Hammurabi was deter-
mined to expand his power and build an empire in
Mesopotamia. Most of his efforts aimed at
‘winning control of the Tigrs and Euphrates rivers,
which brought water to his people’s crops.

“The ing bgan by formimg a allance with the
King of Larsa, to the south. Together they defeated
a group called the Elamites. After conquering two.
cities o the south, Hammurabi moved north and
east. Two decades later, he tuned on his former
ally and conquered Larsa. This brought the cites of
ancient Sumer into his rle. Then he tred north
again and dofeated Marsi and Assyria.

“The empire did not lat long after his death in
1750 5.C., but his work had  major impact on the:
region. Before Hammurabi, the center of
Mesopotamian culture had been Sumer. After his
rule, Babylon became the core of that culture.

Hammurabi'sother great achievement was his
code of laws, which was discovered in the carly
19005 by a team of at work on the
ancient site of Susa, in moder Iran. They mcovered
an cight-foothigh pillr of stone, or stle. The black
stone was polished bright and cngraved with ancient
cumeiform wriing, The stele included an image as
‘well —a portrait of King Hammurabi receiving the
o o Marik. il godof Bbylon

“The writing on the steleis divided into three:
parts. The frst part describes Hammurabi's con-
quests. The last offers the king thoughts on justice.
Most of the wriing, though, is Hammurabi’s Code.
Ttis divided into 252 articles, each of which
addresses a particular action. Each artcle sttes a
particular event frs, then gives a logal judgment o

36 Uit 1, Carren 2

it the event. The first article shows the pattern: “If
 man has brougft an accusation of murder against
another man, without providing proof: the accuser
shall be put to death. ™

Jean Bottéro, who studis ancient Babylon,
believes that the code is a ecord of Hammurabis
actions as a judge. It purpose, b sas, s to guide
future Kings in their own decisions. In the las part of
the code, Hammurabi talks o those kings who will
follow him. He tells them to “hecd the words tha |
have written on this stelethat the monument may
xplain o [you] the way and the behavior to follow™

“The code reveals much about the people of
ancient Babylon. The articles are into sev-
eral sections, cach of which deals with a common
‘concemn. The frst five all have to do with lying and
the next 20 with thefi. Remaining topics include
farm labor (25 artcles), trade (24), and money and
debts (13). The two largest sections cover wives
and family (67) and the work of various professions
(61). Hamamurabi's Code does call for some harsh
‘penalties—including the famons “eye for an cye.”
However,that penaly only applicd when a person

the eye of an aristocrat. If the victim was

2 common person or a slave, the penalty was only a
fine. The code also reflecs the fact that the society
‘was led by men. Fathers dominated families and
had complete control over their chidren uniil the.
children marricd. Much of the code, though, was
less harsh than carlir laws. At the end of the text,
the king declared his desire to “prevent the power-
ful from oppressing the weak fand] ... give my
tand far docisions.”

Questions

1. Determining Main Ideas What were
Hammurabis two achicvements?

2 Making Inferences Was Hammurabi concerned

about public opirion? Explain your answer.
3. FM—? i Opinions Woukl

you say that Hammurabi was  just king? Why or
why not?
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saence & ecuvorocy Early Water Engineering

Section 3 Middlo East. effoctiv iigatton tochniquas for farming wero 3 crucal lement in

the survival and growth of cities.

AL 000 .- peopestng i
Mesopotamia nitall attempted to
bring water to farmiand by digging small
ditches leading away from springs. However,
the Sumerians were the first civilization to
conduct large-scale irigation in an organ-
ized fashion. About 3000 b.c., water from
both the Tigris and Euphrates rivers was
delivered by a systematically developed net-
work of dams, reservoirs, and canas.

Early Sumerian irrgation consisted of
farmers simply carrying water from a river
10 their plots. As farmers increased the size
and number of their fclds, they cut narrow
slots in the natural dams that had formed
along the banks of these rivers. This allowed
farmers to divert water o their tracts of
fand. Farmers also collected water in small
reservoirs that they had builk. They then
Hifed it from these pools into shallow iriga-
tion ditches with the shadf, a baiing buck-
et mounted on a long counter-weighted
pole. The shaduf is still used today in many
parts of the Middie East

Increased watering allowed more land to
be cultivated, and irrigation ditches soon
covered the fiekds near the main rivers.
Later, organized gangs of workers dug long
canals to channel water to fieds several
miles from the rivers.

Soon, nearly every piece of farmland had
a canal or waterway along one sde of i
Whole-field watering was accomplished by opening
the wallof a canal and flooding the fckd. Tigating
i this manner was important for both growing food
and cnabling the Sumerian plowmen to work the:
soil. In addition to nourishing the crops, the water
helped soften the ground that had been baked hard
by the intense sun and heat in the region.

“The first Farmer’s Almanac was written in
‘Sumer and gave farmers specific guidance as to the
timing, size, and number of crop waterings
thronghont the year. This advanced system of crop.

A cahiie
The person on the far lft fills the bucket on the shaduf with
water. That person then swings the welghted pole around 10 il
the Imgation ditches.

e s et
e et
o cities in Mesopotamia.

Questions

Recognising Facts and Details

1 Whiat were the various methods that Sumerian
farmers used o water their ields?

2 What s a shaduf?

. Draseing Conclusions Why was t important to
always have a canalor waterway next o 2 fiekd?

Early River Valley Civilizations 39

Name Date

@ rereacne acviry City-States in Mesopotamia
Section 1

ing Main Ideas.
Choose the word that most accurately completes each sentence below. Write that word
i the blank provided.

Fertile Crescent Nile Gilgamesh
Sargon cuneiform empire
flooding drought
culure cutural diffusion

Persia Tgris
Hammurabi Mesopotamia
dynasty

1."The arc of fand that falls between the Persian Culf and the Mediterrancan Sea in Southwest Asia is
aalled

2 That region also became known as  which means “land between the rivers” in
Creek.

3. The two rivers that frame this arc of land are the. and the

. and were environmental problenns common to this
region

5. Oe ofthe first city-states in Mesopotamia was

6. Advanced cites, specalized workers, complex institutions, record keeping, and improved technology
are allcharacteristics ofa

. A series of rulersfrom a single family is called a

8 i the process in which a new idea or a product spreads from one culture to
another.

9. The Sumerians believed in more than one god, a belicf known as

10.An brings together several peoples, nations,or previously independent states
under the control of one ruler.

1. The Sumertans developed a system of writing known as
2 ' code offaws for the Babylonian Empire is his most enduring legacy.

40 UniT 1, CorrEn 2
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wereacuine acviry Pyramids on the Nile

Section 2

Summarizing
Complete the chart below by listing the impact of each geographical characteristic of
Egypt shown.

GEOGRAPHICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF EGYPT

Nile River: Benefits

Nile River: Problems.

Vast deserts on either side of the
Nile River: Benefits

Vast deserts on either side of the
Nile River: Problems

Determining Main Ideas
Wite your answers i the blanks provided.

5. Ruled Egypt as god-kings:

6. The type of government in which rule is based on religious anthor

7. Buikding in which Egyptian rulers were buried:
8. Process by which ulers’ bodies were preserved:

9. Egyptian writing systerm:

10. Used by Egyptians as  writing surface:

Early River Valley Civilizations 41

Name Date

@ rereacumnc acvirv - Planned Cities on the Indus
Section 3

ing Main Ideas
“The following questions deal with carly Indus Valley civilzations. Answer them in the.
space provided.

1. What term do geographers use to refer o the landmass that includes India, Pakistan, and Banglades

2 What geographic barriers separate India from the rest of the continent?

3. What seasonal winds dominate India’s climate?

4. What cnvironmental challenges do these winds provide?

5. Whatis another term for Indus Valley civilization? How did it getthat name?

6. What are some examples of the sophisticated city planning of the Indus Valley people?

7. Why has it been impassible for linguiststo decipher the Harappan language?

8. List three characteristis of Harappan culture.

9. What items did Harappans trade with peoples in the regi

10, Whatis the probable cause of the end of Indus Valley cutu

42 UniT 1, Corren 2
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wereacune acviry River Dynasties in China

Section 4

c

Find the name or term in the sccond column that best matches the deseription in the.
firs colum. (Note: for question 1, more than one leter will be used.) Then wrie the
letter(s) of your answer in the blank.

L

. A political syste

The two major river systems in China that flow from the
west to the Pacific Occan

“The yellowish fertle sol deposited along riverbanks
‘Chinals heartand, the center of s cviization

. Name used for the Homo erectus skeloton found in north-

‘em China near Beijing
The first Chinese dynasty to leave written records

. The name the Chinese used to describe their own country

as the center of the civilized world

Animal remnants and tortoise shells used to submit ques-
tions to the gods

. Basis for Chinese system of witing

. Divine approval for a Chinese ruler

“The pattern of rise, decline, and replacement of
ruling familics in China

‘which nobles, or lords, are granted
the use ofLands that lgally belong o the king

Dynasty that brought improvements i technology and
trade o China beginning around 1027 5.c.

A

North China Plain
Middle Kingdom
pictographs
Peking man

Han Dynasty
dynastic cyle

. oracle bones

Huang He
fendalism

. Shang Dynasty

Early River Valley Civilizations 43
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cuep renome City-States

Section 1

in Mesopotamia

A. Identifiying Problems and Solutions As you read about the Sumerians, il in
the chart below to explain how they solved problems they faced.

The Problems

The Solutions

1.With flooding of the rivers unpredictable,
how could farmers water their fields
during the dry summer months?

2.With no natural barrers, how could
villagers protect themsalves?

3. With limited natural resources, how
could Sumerians get the materials.
for tools and buildings? —

4 How should the Sumerian city-states
be ruled?

5 What could be doe to please the gods.
‘and eam their protection i lfe?

B. Categorising Facts and Details List cxamples of Sumerian e in the boxes below.

Religion Literature

Architecture Inventions

Name Date

cuoeo reaows Pyramids on the Nile

Section 2

A. Determing Main Ideas As you read about ancient Egypian civilzation, il out
the chart below by witing notes to answer the questions.

Government

1. Why is Narmer a legendary hero
in ancient Egyptian history?

2 How did the role of Egyptian
pharaohs differ from the role of
Mesopotamian rulers?

3. Why did the Eqyptians build
great pyramids for their kings?

4. How did Eqyptian religious
beliefs compare with those of
the Mesopotamians?

5. What social classes made up
Egyptian society?

6. What were significant achieve-
ments of the ancient Egyptians
in science and technology?

7. How did the Egyptian writing
system compare with the
Mesopotamian system?

- Determining Word Meaning On he bk of i pape, dony Harmmursbi,
the characteristis of an empire, and the process of cultural diffusion.
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writo 2

B. Writing Expository Paragraphs On the back of this
ile.” Use the words

explaining why ancient Egypt was viewod as the “gift of the
delta and cataract in your witng.
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@ cuneo renoma Planned Cities on the Indus

Section 3

A. Determining Main Ideas As you read this section, list the key characteristics of
the frst Indian civlization in the web diagram below.

L
|

Religious Beliefs \ Economic Life

J

B. Drawing Conclusions Explain how the monsoons affect the cimate and in
turn the people of the Tndus Valley.

Early River Valley Civilizations 23

auoen reaowa River Dynasties in China
Section 4

A. Summarizing As you read this section, il out the chart below by describing key
features of ancient China under the Shang Dynasty "

1. Geographic features 2 Environmental challenges 3. Settlements
4 Social classes 5. Role of family 6. Religious belicfs
7. Writing system 8. Technological advances 9. Artistry

B. Writing Expository Paragraphs On the back of this paper, use the terms
Mandate of Heaven and feudalism to describe the form of government set
up under the Zhou Dynasty.
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suwoma vocasuuary - Early River Valley susmoespmacnice Interpreting Visual Sources
Civilizations oo pat R et thy revot o sbou he okl porod i wheh

Section 2 thoy wero cratad. Look a the Images on pages 4243 of your txtbook.
Examine the different mages of work and piay In ancent Eqypt and read the
‘aptions o leam moro about the cultre of Egypt. Then answer the questions
A. Matching Match the description in the sccond column with the term or name in that follow. (See Skilbuikder Handbook)
the firt column. Write the appropriate lotter next o the word.
1. Look at the image of the temple. What types of crafismen would be needed to complet this builing?
1 culuraldiffusion . Egyptian writing system in which symbols stood for - o
sounds as woll ¢ ideas

—2. ompire b scasonal winds that dominate India’s climate ‘What type of organization would be needed to accomplish the building of this temple?
cism . group of pooples, nations, or previously independent
5. polyhe el el
4. theoer d. papertike writing surface that the made
- oty poes -
5. hieroghyphics e th bl in or tham v g 2 What do you think was painted on the walls and colurmns of the temple?
1. fertile soilthat forms a yellowish sikt and is
— O papyrus e o g e oo st
7. monsoon & process in which a now idea or a product spreads.
irom one culture to another 3. Look at the cosmetic box. What items are sitting on the top of the box? What did they contain?
8. loess h. type of government in which rule is based on religious
authority

B. Multiple Choice Circle the letter before the term or name that best completes the sentence. - Whatdoyou thik the design on the s of the cosmeic b represents?

1. The Babylonian ruler who put together a single, uniform code of faws was (a) Narmer (b) Hammurabi
(@) Herodotus.

2. Anarc of land in Southwest Asia that provided rich farming land in ancient times s called the
() Fertile Crescent (b) Harappan civilization (¢} Mandate of Heaven.

3. A series of rlers from a single family s a (a) pharaoh (b) dynasty (e theocracy.

4. The carlest civlization in Asia arose i (a) the Indus Valley (b) the Huang He Valley (c) Mesopotamia.

5. The Indus Valley civilization is also caled the (x) Harappan civilzation (b) Egyptian civiization (c)
Shang dynasty

6. The Chinese view that royal authority came from the gods is called the (a) dynasic cycle (b) fendalism
(c) Mandate of Heaven.

5. Study the senet game boards and the description of the game. What board games does it emind
you of 2 What might a modern player use to determine moves instead of sticks or knuckle bones?

C. Writing Wiite a paragraph describing how the ancient civilizations of Mesopotaria,
Egypt, India, and China were governed using the following terms.

ciysate  dyasty  pharoah feudalism
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